A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
monarchy, as by French opinion imposing itself upon a reluctant
King; it coincided with the last months of Walpole's power, for
in the new Parliament which met in 1741 small majorities began
to appear against him, his members were unseated on petition,
and in early 1742 he allowed it to be known that he would soon
resign; a majority of sixteen appeared against him, and on
February n, 1742, he gave up aU his offices and retired with a
peerage, to which he had nominated himself, under the title of
Orford. This date, February 11, 1742, may be taken as the turn
of that period to which Walpole gives his name in our history,
and the beginning of the rapid rise of England against France. *
THE INCREASE OF ENGLAND
PITT
The Great French Diplomatic Blunder. Walpole's long
period of peace, broken only by the futile error of the Spanish
war, had been a period apparently uncreative. Socially it was
squalid in character; English lyric poetry seemed dead, as did
the old chivalry and the traditions thereof; Ireland would
seem to have been successfully killed, and religion to have lost
its soul. But the period, though supine, was one of repose and
preparation. Population and commerce were steadily growing,
as were, very rapidly, the English colonies beyond the Atlantic.
There was to follow for England a period of expansion which
continued uninterruptedly till the end of the nineteenth century.
Some would even say that it continued into the twentieth—as,
indeed, it did if one counts the acreage nominally attached to the
English Crown, or the population at home, or the figures of
commerce. At any rate, for more than a hundred and fifty years
the expansion was prodigious and never had doubts of itself; its
origins are to be found in the group of years surrounding the end
of Walpole's administration*
Such an expansion in English numbers, domination, finance,
commerce, and new industrial methods of production by
machinery—all of which were closely combined—would have
taken place anyhow in some degree, probably in a great degree,
but the initial step from which all the rest followed was due
to a certain historical accident of great moment. This was the
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